[Critical review of the financing system of Prospective Payment/ Diagnosis Related Groups, based on experience in the United States of America].
The authors survey the causes and results of introduction of DRG system. The main cause for the introduction of this system was the sudden rise of costs experienced in the early 80ties. The introduction was followed by a manifest slowing down of cost rise, then again it started to increase a little. The internal efficiency of the institutions improved, the most outstanding example for that was the shortening of the average nursing time, the increase of the rate of outpatient consultations. The absolute value of costs did not decrease in spite of that because on the one hand medical technics are continuously developing and getting more expensive, on the other hand health care cannot as well be independent from the general processes of economy. Summarized it can be stated that the introduction of the DRG system in the USA did achieve its goal because it was able to slow down the rise of costs without serious operation disorders.